Troop 1018 Courtesy and Safety Guidelines
These guidelines reflect values contained in the Scout Oath and Law.

Courtesy:  Always treat other Scouts and adults with respect in your actions and words; let your words and deeds serve as a model for others
· Listen to and follow directions from your leaders -- both Scouts and adults

· If a leader raises the Scout sign stop talking and pay attention immediately

· Do not tease other Scouts or call them hurtful names

· Keep your hands to yourself; no pushing, shoving, or hitting – even if it’s only “a joke”

· Do not use another person’s or patrol’s belongings without asking for and receiving permission

· Only tell jokes or stories that are in good taste (things you would tell your Mom)

· Wear your uniform properly – it represents over 100 years of Scouting tradition and it is a privilege to wear it

· Respect the flag – as a symbol of our country it deserves your respect and full attention

· Remember to say grace before meals and respect the religious beliefs of others

· Think of others before yourself and always say “please” and “thank you”

Buddy system:  Never go off alone – always practice the buddy system
· Always take a buddy with you if you leave the rest of the troop

· Always tell an adult where you and your buddy are going and for how long

Knives and matches:  Never use these items unsafely
· Before you may carry or use a knife or other woods tools, you must earn the Totin’ Chip
· Before you may light or tend a fire, you must earn the Firem’n Chit; get a leader’s permission before starting a fire; practice the Leave no Trace principle of minimizing campfire impacts
· Always observe the rules that you were taught when you were awarded these privileges
Meeting house etiquette:  Behave as a guest in the Dranesville United Methodist Church
· Stay in our meeting room unless you or your patrol are given permission to go elsewhere in the church (this includes the kitchen, hallway, sanctuary, any other rooms or outdoors)

· If other groups are meeting or working, don’t disturb them

· Food items (such as the lifesaver mints) are for church members, not Scouts

Camping etiquette:  Abide by the principles of Leave no Trace camping
· Keep the outdoors (including the campsite) clean -- clean up anything you drop or spill

· If you see trash that someone else has left, pick it up and dispose of it properly

· Follow your assignments in your patrol duty roster willingly; pitch in and help with group activities
· Read, understand, and follow the Leave no Trace principles in the Scout Handbook, including:
· Dispose of all waste properly

· Leave what you find

· Respect animal and plant wildlife – look, but don’t harass or destroy

Prohibited at all times:

· Firearms, ammunition, fireworks

· Sheath knives or any knife with a blade longer than 6 inches

· Food or fire in tents ever! (including no lit matches or candles)
· Vulgar or obscene language, gestures or media

· Alcohol and other illegal items
If you have a problem that you cannot work out on your own, ask your patrol leader for help.

If you see unsafe behavior of any kind, let an adult leader know immediately.

