SM Minute (4-28-08)

Finding Fun or “Life is What You Make of It”

Not every SM Minute needs to carry with it a message with deep meaning.  It’s important to remember that life offers us opportunities every day in many ways to have fun.  Sometimes we have to create it, but fun is all around us.

Football fans this past weekend were focused on the NFL draft where college players are selected by pro teams to be given a chance at vying for a roster position.  It’s an annual rite of spring that opens the door of opportunity for young men that have set their sights on a career in professional football.  Sometimes it works out, sometimes not – but it is interesting nonetheless.  Have any of you heard of Ryan Leaf?  He was one of the top quarterbacks in the country when he was drafted #2 by the San Diego Chargers in 1998.  There was a lot of controversy over who was the best quarterback in the draft that year and the Colts who had the number one pick finally decided to go with another QB that you’re probably familiar with – Peyton Manning.  Payton played in the Super Bowl; Ryan lasted 3 seasons and threw more interceptions (36) than touchdown passes (14).  You never can tell . . .
But, tonight’s SM Minute is about having fun.  

The NFL draft goes 7 rounds with each of the 36 teams choosing players that they think will fit well in their organizations and help them become the next Super Bowl champs.  But, just like when picking teams on the playground, somebody has to be last.  This year the last place pick was David Vobora, a linebacker from Idaho.

Now here is the fun part.  Way back in 1976 a man named Paul Salata decided that there could be a little fun associated with the serious business of the NFL draft.  Mr. Salata, who is now 81 years old, had once been a star with the USC Trojans and played briefly in the NFL for the Colts and 49ers.  After football he moved to Orange Co, CA, and became successful in the rock and gravel business.  When the signing bonuses and salary levels of top draft choices climbed dramatically and the top picks became instant celebrities, Mr. Salata thought it might be interesting to celebrate draft pick #252 – the last one selected.  So he called his old friend Pete Roselle, the NFL commissioner, who approved the idea and so began the annual celebration of “Mr. Irrelevant”.  The idea is to make #252 feel like a king for a week.  Since the odds are pretty good that the last pick will likely be cut by the middle of training camp, it seemed like a good idea to have a little hoopla associated with the selection.  In late June, “Mr. Irrelevant” will be treated to an extravaganza of fun.  To quote the Washington Post, “This includes: an arrival news conference, a VIP banquet that Salata calls the Lowsman, a tailgate party and a trip to Disneyland.  Mr. Irrelevant also receives his own trophy, a golden image of a football player looking away as the ball drops from his hands.”  Activities can also include such things as a golf outing.
So what does this have to do with Scouting?  Not much, other than my main point which was: [pause to see if anybody remembers] – having fun.  As I said at the beginning, fun is all around us.  Even the serious business of the NFL draft can have a fun side.  Just ask Mr. Paul Salata, or this year’s Mr. Irrelevant, David Vobora.

