SM Minute (12-1-08)
Jimmy Stewart
How many of you have heard of Jimmy Stewart?  Jimmy Stewart was an actor and you’ve probably all seen some of his films at one time or another.  “It’s a Wonderful Life” has become a Christmas classic and “Mr. Smith Goes to Washington” is another of his well known films.  Maybe you’ve seen “Harvey” where he plays the part of Elwood P. Dowd, an eccentric millionaire whose best friend is an invisible rabbit.  (If you haven’t seen it you should rent it).  In 1938 he was in a movie, “You Can’t Take it With You” which received the Best Picture Academy Award.  Jimmy Stewart received five Academy Award nominations and was selected for the Best Actor award in 1941 for his role in “The Philadelphia Story”.  
So why does Jimmy Stewart belong in a Scoutmaster Minute?

Great men have great beliefs and Jimmy Stewart believed strongly in his values and his country.  So much so that, having just been selected for an Academy Award and at the height of his acting career, he enlisted in the Army in March 1941.  When asked why he risked a successful Hollywood career to be an $80-a-month private Mr. Stewart replied, “It may sound corny, but what’s wrong with fighting for one’s country?”   Jimmy subsequently became a pilot and received his commission as an officer.
He could have taken a job making training films or some other “behind the lines” job, but he felt his duty was to fly in combat – the job the Army Air Corps had trained him to do.  In December of 1943 his unit was assigned to RAF Tibenham in England and he began flying combat operations over Germany.  In March 1944, he was transferred as group operations officer to the 453rd Bombardment Group, a new B-24 unit. Believing that a leader should not ask his men to do something he himself wasn’t willing to do, Stewart flew as command pilot in the lead B-24 on numerous missions deep into Nazi-occupied Europe. These missions went uncounted at Stewart's orders. In 1944, he twice received the Distinguished Flying Cross for actions in combat and was also awarded the French Croix de Guerre. He also received the Air Medal with three oak leaf clusters.  Before the war ended, he was promoted to colonel, one of only a few Americans to rise from private to colonel in four years.
Following WWII he returned to a very successful acting career, but remained in the Air Force Reserve, rising to the rank of Brigadier General.

What you also may not know is that Jimmy Stewart was a lifelong supporter of Scouting. He was a Second Class Scout when he was a youth, an adult Scout leader, and a recipient of the prestigious Silver Buffalo Award.
I’ve always believed that we can learn from those that came before us. Jimmy Stewart was a genuine American hero.  He was a man who lived his values and loved his country.
In closing, I’d like to point out that the James M. Stewart Museum Foundation and The Boy Scouts of America have established an award, “The James M. Stewart Good Citizenship Award” to introduce Boy Scouts to the life of this great American. The award is awarded to a Boy Scout or Scouter who has exemplified the characteristics necessary to live the life of a Good Citizen. To earn the award, Scouts are required to complete the Jimmy Stewart Museum quiz, write an essay of not less than 500 words, and do a good citizenship project in their community in honor of James M. Stewart.
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