Scoutmaster Minute (2-4-08)

Responsibility

When you’re very young you rely on your parents to do almost everything for you.  As you grow older you take on more and more responsibilities.  How many of you rely on someone else such as your parents to wake you up in the morning? 

Eventually, as you become an adult, you will be making all of your own decisions and deciding what things you will do and when you will do them.  If you go away to college you’ll suddenly discover that you are responsible for getting yourself to class, studying, buying your books, meeting with your professors, etc.

My point is simple.  With every month that goes by, you take on a little bit more responsibility of your own.

In Scouts, we emphasize personal responsibility.

How many of you would like to be Eagle Scouts?

[everyone will probably raise their hands]

How is that going to happen?  Through your own hard work, of course, but it has to be work that you not only do, but plan.  You have plenty of help along the way, but, ultimately, it’s up to you to set the pace, to set the goals and see that they’re carried out.

I’d like to remind each of you to set your course toward that goal of Eagle and think, every day, about what the next step will be.  Don’t count on somebody else to make that step for you.  The merit badges, the advancement requirements, the SM Conferences and Boards of Review are yours to plan and complete.  If you don’t, nobody will.

That’s what personal responsibility is all about.

Tonight was advancement night.  How many of you are closer to your goal of Eagle now than you were at the beginning of the evening?

Make sure that every week you can answer that question in a positive way.  Remember, the responsibility for achieving the goal of Eagle Scout is yours and yours alone.
