SM Minute (6/1/09)

Finishing
Have you ever seen any of these?

It’s late in the 4th quarter of a football game.  A team is down by six points but has the ball and they’re on the march toward a score.   There’s less than a minute to play and they drive down to the 1 yard.  Then, the team turns around with 30 seconds left on the clock and walks toward the locker room.

Or, it’s the bottom of the ninth.  The score is tied.  There are runners at first and second with two outs.  The cleanup hitter is in the on-deck circle.  The batter works to a full count.  Here comes the pitch.  Ball four!  The bases are loaded.  Then, for no apparent reason, the dugout clears and the home team walks to the clubhouse.

Or, a marathoner is leading the pack – on pace for a new personal record.  He’s pulling away at the 26 mile point with only a few hundred feet to go.  Then, he stops, and walks off the course.

Or, it’s game seven of the Stanley Cup final between the Red Wings and the Penguins.  The score is tied halfway through the third period when all of a sudden one of the teams (I’m not going to play favorites here) skates off the ice, deciding that they’re done for the night.
Does all of this sound silly?  Well, of course it is.  But how many times does each of us do something similar?  We work on a paper at school but don’t take the time to put the finishing touches on it by proofreading it?  Or making it through most of the requirements for advancement, but never getting around to finishing up.  How many want to gain the rank of Eagle Scout, but decide that they can’t find the time to work on the requirements?  

It’s easy to look at my sports examples and laugh at them as absurd, but how much different is it for those of us who choose to not finish the game?  There may not be as many people watching or as many people interested, but it still seems silly to me to quit when you’ve set a goal and the finish line is not that far away.

These are choices that each of us make.  It’s up to each of us to make the right ones.
