SM Minute (6-15-09)
Learning French
Way back in 1961 my family moved to France.  After my father received his military orders to go overseas everyone started saying, “Well, pretty soon you’ll be speaking French”.  I heard it so many times that I started thinking that all I had to do was to show up in France and I’d instantly know how to speak a foreign language.  It all seemed very simple to a 10 year old.
Of course, learning a language, is not particularly easy, nor is it something that “just happens”.  Like most big undertakings it requires dedication, discipline, and hard work.  
So it is, and will be in your lives as well.  Set your goals high, whether it’s learning a foreign language, graduating at the top of your class, achieving the Eagle rank, or hiking the entire Appalachian Trail.  It’s fun to dream about those things, but they won’t happen on their own.  But guess what?  They’re not impossible.  The Appalachian Trail may be 2175 miles long, but getting from one end to the other is done one step at a time.
With summer coming on, set some big goals for yourself, but, remember my experience with learning French.  Goals are wonderful, but the way to move from the starting point to the finish line in achieving your goal is to work steadily and deliberately – one step at a time.

