SM Minute (3-23-09)
Being Prepared (again)

What is the Boy Scout Motto? – Naturally you all know that it’s “Be Prepared”.

Being prepared is something that I hope we’re able to teach in Scouting because you never miss out on opportunities to “be prepared” – whether it’s in Scouts, at home, or even later in life when you’re an adult.

For example, here’s a recent news article from the Washington Post [Sports, Fri Feb 27, 2009, p E2]:

As the seconds ticked down before his allotted time for the ski jump, Bill Demong searched frantically through his clothes.  His bib was gone, and so was the United States’ chance of another medal at the Nordic skiing world championships yesterday in Liberec, Czech Republic.  Demong was disqualified from the ski jumping portion of the Nordic combined team event after not finding his start number on time, giving the Americans just three valid results n the four-man competition.  It left the favored team with no reason to ski in the deciding cross-country relay, opting instead to pull out and watch from its hotel as Japan took the gold.  After a record-breaking week for the U.S.  ski team, it was undone by an embarrassing wardrobe malfunction.

So, I’ll bet that Bill Demong wishes now that he had been better prepared.  Perhaps if he had double checked to make sure he had his number, he would not have been disqualified, squandering an opportunity to be a champion not only for himself, but for three teammates as well.  

The lesson is simple.  Always double check.  Always be prepared.  Always be a good Scout.

