SM Minute #1 (5-3-10)
Civil War Legacy

This past weekend many of us camped on the Gettysburg battlefield and walked the same ground where over 160,000 soldiers fought in July of 1863.  In the end, over 50,000 casualties were sustained in the three days of fighting.  
As a wrap up to our focus on the Civil War over the past few weeks I’d like for you to think about the tremendous sacrifices that were made by the young men, some no older than you, on those battlefields almost 150 years ago.  The United States troops fought to preserve the union – they felt so strongly about their country and the ideals and opportunities that it stood for that they were willing to go to war and suffer almost indescribable hardships and dangers for the cause.  At the end of four years of bitter fighting the union was preserved at a cost of over 600,000 lives.
It’s a legacy that we don’t think about very much today.  We tend to take for granted the power, unity, and freedoms of our great country.  It’s sometimes hard for us today to understand how the men at Gettysburg could have been so motivated to fight simply for the cause of preserving the United States of America.  But they did, and we, today, are the beneficiaries of their sacrifice.  
So I ask, as you salute the flag tonight, that you think back to 1863 and think of those that held their ground, charged up hills, and suffered through almost unimaginable difficulties, all for the cause that our union  -- our country -- was so important that it justified the sacrifice.  Because of their sacrifices this flag today has 50 stars and each of you has the right and honor to pledge your allegiance to it.
This is their gift to you.  Now let us honor those who came before us.

