SM Minute (5-17-10)
Little Things

Take a look at this tent stake.  It’s small, strong, and lightweight.  I’ve spent a lot nights camping, have looked at lots of tent stakes, and have concluded that this one is the best.

So why talk about tent stakes during a SM Minute?  Tent stakes are something we use every time we go camping – they may be small, but they’re important.  When I was a Scout our tent stakes were made of wood.  One tent stake probably weighted as much as 5 of these new ones and they constantly split when you pounded them in, so it was always a good idea to carry a few extras.  But someone was thinking and came up with this design.  And I’m glad they did.  This doesn’t bend or break and it doesn’t weigh much.  It’s a much better overall product.
This tells me a few things that you might want to tuck away in your memories:

1) Just because something works well, it doesn’t mean that it can’t be improved.  The old tent stakes worked exactly the way they were supposed to – they held up the tent, but this works better.  They still hold up the tent, but they’re lighter and stronger.

2) This isn’t rocket science – somebody saw a need and worked on a better way.  There isn’t one among you that couldn’t have come up with this idea.  So don’t think that just because you’re young that you can’t invent something or figure out a better way.
3) A tent stake can be more than a tent stake.  Whoever came up with this design (those smart folks at MSR, by the way), also added a little reflective string on the top.  It’s great because when I’m coming back to the tent at night, I can see the end of the tent’s guy lines and avoid tripping over them.  Somebody applied some new technology to an old standby.

I used the tent stake as an example, but the idea can be applied to almost everything we use or do.  Each of you can come up with better ways of doing whatever needs to be done.  Just because it’s simple or easy doesn’t mean it can’t get better.

