SM Minute (3-1-10)
Olympic Bobsled Gold

I’m sure most of you have been watching the Olympics.  There are so many great moments that it would be almost impossible to pick a few of the “greatest”.  [Ask Scouts for some suggestions]

While it may not be something that everyone watched, the bobsled competition is a story that worth a little more attention.  

As most of you probably know by now, the United States won the bobsled gold medal.  The last time the US won a bobsled gold was the 1948 Olympics in Chamonix, France – that’s 62 years ago.
What you may not know is that the sled’s driver, Steven Holcomb, is an Eagle Scout.  (And I might interject at this point, his brakeman, Curtis Tomasevicz, a former Nebraska football player from Shelby, Nebraska, population 690).

But back to Steven; he overcame numerous obstacles, including a degenerative eye disease that left him legally blind, to continue his career in sledding.  Two years ago he underwent a special experimental procedure to restore his sight.  

Steven and his team are totally dedicated to their sport.  Bobsledding is not a money-making sport in the US so members of the team scramble to find sponsors while living a meager allowance and training hard for their support.  There’s no ground crew for their sled – unless you count the team members themselves.  They’re essentially on their own.
What I find inspirational about this story is that the team sacrificed tremendously, working very hard, setting their goals and achieving what no American team has achieved in 62 years.  And it’s nice to know that at the heart of the achievement there’s an Eagle Scout.  I also think there’s a great lesson in hard work, perseverance, and focus in this story for us all.

