SM Minute (4-19-10)
Real Sports Heroes

Tonight I’d like to tell you two stories from the world of sports both of which – though different – serve as great examples of exemplary character.

The first comes from the world of golf.  Yesterday at the Verizon Heritage Golf Tournament – certainly not one of the premier events on the pro tour – a golfer named Brian Davis sunk a 18 foot putt on the last hole of regulation play to tie the score and force a playoff.

On the first hole of the playoff Mr. Davis ended up in the rough near the green and chipped a shot to put him in contention to tie or win the hole (and the tournament).  But instead of playing out, he called a two stroke penalty on himself after he noticed an almost imperceptible movement in a loose reed during his backstroke as he completed his chip shot to the green.  The official rules state that a player cannot move a loose impediment during a takeaway, something that prevents players from removing debris from around the ball before they shoot.  But Mr. Davis’ brush with the reed actually occurred on the backswing and had nothing to do with the shot itself.  But a rule is a rule and Mr. Davis said “it was one of those things I thought I saw out of the corner of my eye.  And I thought we’d check on TV.”   When played back in very slow motion, the replay did, in fact, confirm the movement.  And Brian Davis accepted second place.
And what did his honesty cost him?  $411,000 in prize money and, of course, the first place finish – something he had never achieved before on the tour.  When asked why he called the penalty on himself when there was almost no possibility of the violation being detected, he simply said, “I could not have lived with myself if I had not.”

Our second story comes from Nebraska where I attended Saturday’s spring football game.  During the game (which is really an intra-squad scrimmage viewed by 78,000 fans) play was stopped after the first touchdown and the team circled Ndamukong Suh at mid-field.  For those who haven’t heard of Mr. Suh, was a finalist for last year’s Heisman Trophy and is one of the most decorated defensive players in college football history and graduated last May with a degree from the Univ of Nebraska College of Engineering.  You’ll be hearing quite a bit more about him in next week’s NFL draft.  Back to the story.  As everyone in the stands cheered Ndamukong as he visited the spring game, a pre-recorded message from him came on the Jumbotron in which he thanked the fans, the University, his teammates, and coaches.  Then he said, “In appreciation, I’m announcing today a $2 million donation to the university athletic department and another $600,000 to the University’s College of Engineering to endow a scholarship.”  And why did he do it?  In Suh’s words, “I didn’t feel like I had to, but I definitely wanted to give back to the university that gave me so much.”
So there were have two very different stories, but with the common thread of following your conscience to do what’s right.  And therein lays a great example for us all.

