First Class Ceremony
SPL: Will ________ and his parents please come forward.

SPL: On ___(date)___     ___(name of Scout)___ met a board of review and was awarded the Scout rank of First Class.  We would now like to recognize that advancement at this court of honor.
SM: Attaining the rank of First Class Scout is a particularly noteworthy achievement as it represents completion of a very important phase of a Scout’s career.  Achievement of 1st Class rank means that a Scout has studied and demonstrated all of the basic Scoutcraft skills – those skills most often associated with Scouting.  The new Scout’s small steps with outdoor skills have been replaced by a confident stride.  The First Class Scout can pitch his own tent, cook his own food in the outdoors, and navigate by the stars.  He understands basic first aid skills and how to act in an emergency situation.  He knows his rights and obligations as a citizen and has learned the importance of protecting the environment and respecting nature.  He has become more self-reliant and has learned to participate in a group.  Through his actions, he has earned the right to wear the First Class badge.  
Just as that badge is the complete badge of the Boy Scouts of America, so is (are) our Scout(s) now “complete Scouts”.  When Lord Baden Powell adopted the fleur de lis as the crest of the Scouting program, he said, “Our badge we took from the ‘north point’ used on maps for orienteering.”  He went on to say that this was to remind Scouts to be as true and reliable as a compass in keeping Scouting ideals and showing the way to others. 

I would now like to ask our ASPL to light three candles for our newest First Class Scout(s). 

ASPL lights candles
ASPL:  The first candle represents this important milestone in your Scouting career -- you are no longer a “new” Scout unfamiliar with the ways of Scouting and the outdoors.  You have proven yourself through many achievements and have proudly walked the path of a Scout – following in the footsteps of over 100 million Scouts and Scouters that have come before you in the worldwide brotherhood of Scouting.  
SPL:  The second candle represents today’s ceremony as we celebrate your achievement at this court of honor.  Take a moment tonight to thank those that have helped you – the Scouts and leaders who have taught you and now take pride in your achievement.  
SM:  But now, let’s consider the third candle.  The door is now open to a new part of the Scouting adventure – the future.  You are now ready to assume greater responsibility and move to higher ranks that emphasize personal growth and leadership.  Remember also, that, as you have been helped on your road to First Class, as Scoutmaster, I now challenge you to help others as they, too, learn and improve upon their Scouting skills.  Always remember that the strength of Scouting rests in Scouts helping Scouts.
SPL:  Let these three candles remind you also of the three parts of the Scout Oath – service to others, service to God and country, and service to yourself.  May you continue to grow in each of these areas.  
ASPL:  I would now ask all Scouts in the audience to please come forward.

If necessary, direct everyone to stand to the right of the new 1st Class Scout(s)
SM:  Please make the Scout sign.

Having achieved the rank of First Class Scout will you rededicate yourself (selves) to the principles of Scouting and continue to live by the values in the Scout Oath and Law?  If so, say “I will”.

SPL:  Congratulations.  Each of the Scouts in our troop will now join me in congratulating our newest 1st Class Scout (s) with the traditional Scout handshake.
Scouts file past and shake the hand of the new 1st Class Scout(s)
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