Scout Induction Ceremony

Upon Presentation of “Scout” Badge
· SM = Scoutmaster

· SPL = Senior Patrol Leader

· ASPL = Assistant Senior Patrol Leader (or another senior Scout)
· Station somebody at the room light switch to turn the lights off when called for in the ceremony
SM, SPL, and ASPL stand at the front of the room next to (or behind) a table.  On the table are three candles together and an additional one separate for each Scout candidate.  SM has “Scout” rank patch and World Scout Crest patch.

SM: We have among us a candidate that has completed all requirements for award of the “Scout” badge and it is our pleasure to formally recognize this important first step in his Scouting journey.  While Eagle Scout may seem like a distant vision at this time, remember that each Eagle began his Scouting adventure this way.  As the old proverb goes, “The longest journey begins with a single step”. 

SPL: Would ___________ please come forward?

Scout candidate comes forward and stands next to SM.

SM: (facing the troop) Based on his fulfillment of the requirements for the Scout badge, I believe that Scout candidate _______________ is now ready to enter the international brotherhood of Scouting.  I would like to begin this ceremony by presenting you with this “World Crest” which you may proudly wear on your uniform to remind you that you are not only joining Troop 1018 and the Boy Scouts of America, but are now also a part of the World Scouting movement – joining over 28 million people in over 200 countries and territories around the world who call themselves Scouts and Scouters.
(turn to face the Scout candidate) We will now light three candles to remind you of the three parts of the Scout Oath:

Room lights turned down

ASPL Lights the first candle

SPL: The first candle represents your duty to God and country.  Never forget that a Scout is reverent and serves his divine maker in his daily life.  Scouting also prepares you to be a good citizen – to inherit the legacy of our founding fathers and continue to build this great nation.
ASPL lights the second candle
ASPL: The second candle represents duty to others – serving others is a key element of the Scouting program, for a Scout actively seeks ways to help his family, his community and his fellow man.

ASPL lights the third candle

SPL: The third candle represents “duty to yourself”.  Remember that you also have an obligation to yourself to always strive to be a better person – to learn new skills and to keep yourself physically strong, mentally awake and morally straight.

SM lights the other candle while saying:

SM:  The remaining candle represents you.  In lighting it I am reminding you that you are a unique individual with unlimited potential.  But achieving that potential is up to you.  While others may help you along the way, the path you follow is one of choices that you yourself will make.  Remember this candle as your Scouting adventure unfolds.  May your actions serve as a beacon to others and may the light of your future burn brightly.

SPL: As the Scout leader of Troop 1018, it is a pleasure to welcome you as a “Scout”.  As a representative of all of the boys of the troop, I pledge to you our support and help as you journey along the Scout trail.  We will always be here to help you.

SM:  (facing the Scout candidate) Are you now ready to dedicate yourself to the principles of Scouting as embodied in the Scout Oath and Law?  If so, answer, “Yes”.

Scout: Yes

SPL: Will all Scouts please join in repeating the Scout Oath.

(Ask everyone to stand if not already standing)

On my honor I will do my best 
To do my duty to God and my country 

and to obey the Scout Law; 

To help other people at all times; 

To keep myself physically strong, 

mentally awake, and morally straight.

ASPL: Scouts live their lives by the Scout Law.  As Scouting’s founder, Lord Baden Powell pointed out, the Scout Law doesn’t list what you can’t do.  And it doesn’t say what a Scout should do.  It simply states what a Scout is.  These are the principles that will guide your life.  

Scouts, please join me as we repeat the Scout Law with our new Scout:

All: A Scout is: trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly, courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean, and reverent.

Room lights turned back up

SM: It now gives me great pleasure to welcome you as Troop 1018’s newest “Scout”.  

Hands the new “Scout” the badge and gives the Scout handshake.  SPL and ASPL also shake hands and congratulate the new “Scout”.
SM:  This completes our ceremony.  Let us close with the words of John Wesley, words that speak to us all as members of the Scouting community:

Do all the good you can,
By all the means you can,

In all the ways you can,

In all the places you can,

At all the times you can,

To all the people you can,

As long as ever you can.

Members of the troop line up and  shakes hands with the new Scout.
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