TENDERFOOT RECOGNITION CEREMONY
SPL: Since the last Court of Honor, _______  has completed the requirement for the rank of Tenderfoot.   I now call _____ and his (their) parents to come forward.  

SM: Congratulations on achieving the rank of Tenderfoot.  Webster defines a tenderfoot as: “a newcomer in a comparatively rough or newly settled region; especially: one not hardened to frontier or outdoor life.”   As a newcomer to Scouting’s outdoor activities, you have taken some important first steps on the trail to Eagle.  
SPL:  While you may still be a newcomer, you have already been on your first Scout campout and begun to learn skills that are beginning to change you from a “newcomer” to a more seasoned outdoorsman.  You have demonstrated some basic first aid skills and knots.  You have learned how to properly display the flag and the rules of safe hiking.  In learning and living the Scout Oath and Law, you join the millions of current and former Scouts that know the importance that the Scouting program has played in their lives. 
ASPL: Of course, this rank advancement is only the beginning.  As you continue along the Scouting trail, you will learn more skills.  You will learn about nature and protecting the environment.  You will learn more knots, first aid skills, how to navigate both day and night, how to cook, and how to be more self-sufficient in the outdoors. Congratulations on this important step and best wishes as you prepare for the next step in your Scouting journey.  
SM:  Remember the words of Lord Baden Powell, founder of Scouting, “There is one thought I would like to impress upon you – once a Scout, always a Scout.  You will find the Scout Law and Scout training very useful throughout life, so never allow Scouting to be looked upon as a game that is over.”   

(Note: end with a personal word of encouragement to the Scout and thanks to the parents for their support to their son and the Scouting program.)
