SM Minute (3/5/07)

Your Changing Role

How many of you have given much thought to your role in the family?  For example, do you:

· Buy groceries?  

· Work on cars?  

· Pay the mortgage/rent? 

· Call a repairman when something breaks?  

· Cook dinner on a regular basis? 

· Plan vacations?  

· Make decisions about what appliances to purchase?  

· Do the laundry?

Probably not.  This isn’t wrong, of course, it’s simply that your role in the family, at this point in your life, doesn’t require you to do these things.

But, think, for a moment, about whose role this is.  Your parents, right?  How, do you suppose they got there?

Do you think they went to grocery buying school?  Or cooking school?  Have you learned about financial responsibility in school?  Or how to fix a slipping fan belt?  Do you know how often the oil in a car needs to be changed?  Or when the car needs to be inspected next?  Or how to register it?
Someday – not too far in the future – these will be your responsibility.  It won’t happen on a single day, of course, but it will happen.  Your parents were once children too and they made that transition.  Learn from their experience.
Also, Scouting offers you the opportunity to learn about many of these skills.  Take advantage of those opportunities as well.

In a fairly short time frame, between the ages of 18 and 22 for most of us, you will make that transition.  That’s less time than most will spend in Boy Scouts.  

The only thing that’s sure is that you’ll grow older and the responsibility will be thrust upon you, like it or not.  But how well you’re prepared to assume these responsibilities is totally up to you.  

