Scoutmaster Minute (4-30-07)

Experience

Tonight I’d like to say a few words about experience.  In the military there’s a progression of ranks from the private starting out to the mighty general that leads thousands of soldiers.

Scouts quickly earn their first rank, “Scout” but there’s a wide gulf between Scout and Eagle.

What is the difference?

It’s not age . . . because, if you do nothing you’ll get older, but you won’t advance in rank.

It’s not just checking off a list of items, as that teaches nothing.

It’s not being smarter, because you don’t suddenly become smarter with every rank advancement.

What it is, is experience.  You learn by doing and you learn from the teachings of others and you never, ever stop learning and growing.

To our new Scouts, I say look around you.  The other Scouts in the circle were once just like you – they were just starting out in their Scouting adventure and made their share of burned dinners and forgot to bring the right gear along on campouts.  Experience is a good teacher.  Learn from books, learn from your mistakes—always keep learning and growing. 
Learn all you can from the mistakes of others.  You won't have time to make them all yourself.  ~Alfred Sheinwold
