Notes on the passing of President Gerald R. Ford.

As you have undoubtedly heard during the past several weeks, the late President Ford was an Eagle Scout, always proud of his Scouting background.

Board member and former National Board Member of Boy Scouts of America,

Dick DeVos said, on hearing of the death of the President, "President Ford lived by the Boy Scout Oath that calls on a Scout to do his best to do his duty to God and country. He was among this nation's most upstanding citizens, leading our democracy through one of its most trying times while helping to heal America. As a former Boy Scout and friend of President Ford's, I saw him live the values of Scouting, always doing his best, always keeping his moral compass pointed north. It made him a strong leader, a positive role model for young people all across this country, and while we celebrate his life we are saddened to have lost his company here on earth."

Young Gerald R. Ford began his Scouting career on December 17, 1924,

when he became a member of Troop 15, sponsored by the Trinity M.E. Church in Grand Rapids, Mich., and earned the Eagle Scout rank in 1927 with 26 merit badges. In 1970, he received the Distinguished Eagle Scout Award "for his service to the Nation and community." He received the Scouter of the Year Award on December 2, 1974, from the National Capitol Area Council, Washington, D.C.

While President of the United States, Ford drafted a letter that

acknowledged the importance of Scouting in his early life; in it, he wrote, "My early years as a Boy Scout were invaluable in helping to shape the course of my later life ... The three great principles which Scouting encourages -- self-discipline, teamwork and moral and patriotic values -- are the building blocks of character. By working for these principles, those who belong to and support the Boy Scouts of America add greatly to the vitality of our society and to the future well-being of its people."

Michael D. Sulgrove, Scout Executive of the Gerald R. Ford Council, Boy

Scouts of America, remarked, "President Gerald R. Ford never forgot his Boy Scout Oath and Law! I believe, in fact, that it was this Oath and Law that guided his daily actions and thinking as our nation's leader. President Ford was often "blamed" for being too much of a Boy Scout -- a fact to which he quickly retorted by saying "more people need to act like Boy Scouts."

To those comments from Scouting leaders I would add to two things for each of you to think about.  It is interesting to note that, as the nation has mourned the passing of President Ford, a man who was captain of the Michigan football team, a graduate of Yale University Law School, a congressman, Vice-President and President of the US, that his recognition as an Eagle Scout has been stated over and over.  That should give you each some insight into the importance that this great man, and others in this country place on Scouting and the Eagle Scout award.
I would like to close with my second thought.  As part of the remembrance ceremonies honoring President Ford, a group of Eagle Scouts was asked to participate.  I don’t know the criteria used to select these young men that represented the Boy Scouts of America, but I do know that they were Eagle Scouts and ready when called upon – they were prepared with the proper rank, the proper uniform, and the recommendations of their leaders.  Would you be ready if such an opportunity came to you?  We often hear of “luck” playing a role in people’s advancement and opportunities in life.  How often have you heard the phrase, “he was just in the right place at the right time”?  “Luck” may play a role, but can only do so if the individual is prepared to seize the opportunity when it arises.  Will you be prepared when opportunity comes knocking on your door?

