Scoutmaster Minute (4/1/07)

The Majority Isn’t Always Right!

Does anybody know what ulcers are?  [A peptic ulcer is a sore in the lining of your stomach or your duodenum, the first part of your small intestine. A burning stomach pain is the most common symptom.] 

It was long believed that ulcers were caused by stress – everybody knew it – you often see references to stress induced ulcers in books and movies.  This notion was not just accepted in popular lore, it was accepted in the medical community as well.

The only problem is that it was wrong.

Back in the 1980’s two Australian scientists came up with an idea that bacteria caused ulcers.  It was a radical concept and, for the most part, even the scientific world scoffed at the notion.  After all, everybody knew that stress caused ulcers.

As time went by, however, the proof started to come out.  Further investigation and experimentation by these two scientists and others working the issue proved that they had been correct and, today, ulcers are treated with antibiotics – all because of the work of these two men.  What was once a chronic and debilitating condition is now easily treated.
For their work, Barry J. Marshall and J. Robin Warren were awarded the 2005 Nobel Prize in medicine.

So, what’s the lesson for us?  First, “the obvious” is not always right.  In the 1980’s, when this proposal was first made, the state of medical science was already very advanced, yet this had never been discovered and was considered wrong.  Second, persistence paid off.  It took years before the new work was recognized and many smart people thought these Australians were way off base in their research.  But, they were convinced they were on the right trail and continued on despite being viewed by the mainstream community as kooks with a strange idea.  Lastly, I suppose, is that there’s still lots out there to discover and learn.  Simply because something is accepted does not necessarily mean that it’s right.
