SM Minute – The “Secret” to Success
There are no secrets to success. It is the result of preparation, hard work, learning from failure. - Colin Powell

· The Boy Scout Motto is “Be Prepared” – but what does it really mean?

· We live in a society of the “quick fix”

· Instant communications

· 24 x 7 shopping

· The Internet

· People want and expect things done quickly and search for instant solutions

· The truth is that, as Colin Powell stated, there are no hidden secrets to success

· Success, in school, business, the military, or Scouting, comes from hard work, planning ahead and preparation.

· Failure is a part of learning – we don’t like to fail, but through failure we gain insight into how we might succeed.  The important thing is to learn from your failures and the failures of others.

· In science experiments, it’s often possible to get just as much information from a failed experiment than a successful one.  Thomas Edison stated:
· Results? Why, man, I have gotten lots of results! If I find 10,000 ways something won't work, I haven't failed. I am not discouraged, because every wrong attempt discarded is often a step forward.... 

· So, let us learn from the advice of these two successful men.
There are no secrets to success. It is the result of preparation, hard work, learning from failure. - Colin Powell

