Scoutmaster Minute
Yogi Martin, Scoutmaster and Eagle Scout
The following was based on an article in the Fremont (Nebraska) Tribune (3-7-07) –

Article entitled “Teacher, Scoutmaster urges Boy Scouts to earn highest rank”.

Fremont Middle School science teacher “Yogi” Martin said two things influenced his life more than anything else.

The now 61-year-old Fremonter grew up with a father who was a mechanical genius, and he’s spent most of his life being active with local troops of Boy Scouts of America.

The genius of his father, Ogden “Bud” Martin Sr., can be seen in a Denver museum that displays the Martin Aircar, a vehicle built in the early 1960s that could travel in the air, on land and on water.

The impact from the Boy Scouts can be seen along different stages of his life, said Ogden “Yogi” Martin Jr.

“I first joined the Boy Scouts in ’56 because my father realized that I needed to be active in things that boys are active in,” he said. “So, I joined Troop 103. My father was always working and always being creative. He didn’t have the time to do the things that boys like to do. He allowed me to join the Boy Scouts because he knew it was good for me.”

After joining when he was about 11 years old, Martin started getting one merit badge after another. In 1962, he was named an Eagle Scout.

“That’s one of the most important achievements any young man can accomplish,” Martin said.  He believes that statement so much that he has spent several years helping Boy Scouts reach that level.

“I would guess I’ve helped about 200 kids get Eagle Scout,” he said. “I’ve worked with kids from Fremont, Wahoo, Mead, Yutan, North Bend, Hooper, Logan View, Lyons and Blair.”

After Martin achieved his own Eagle Scout ranking, he stayed active in Boy Scouts as an assistant leader in the troop where he started. He became scoutmaster in 1980, but then in 1988 membership in the troop fell to the point where it merged with another troop in Fremont.

For his own troop that merged in Fremont, six of the seven boys who remained reached [Eagle Scout]. The seventh, Martin said, fell just shy of reaching the mark. He went on to get a doctorate in chemistry, which Martin laughs about.

“He was so close,” Martin said. “It’s just funny to me that he was almost there, but then he goes on to get a Ph.D. He had to work a lot harder on his dissertation than he would have on his Eagle.”

For Martin, an Eagle Scout represents something more than just a Boy Scout honor.

“In the big picture, it all boils down to leadership,” he said. “You just ask, ‘What am I going to do to be a good citizen?’

“When a kid gets Eagle Scout, many times they don’t realize how much it impacted their lives until they’re 25 or so,” Martin continued. “Then it hits them. It makes them more aware of the things needed to be successful in life. The chances of them being successful are pretty good.

“It’s all about taking the right steps. If you do things right, then the right things happen along the way.”

This story is one of thousands about Eagle Scouts and how much the rank has come to mean to them in later years.  Remember these stories – maybe you’ll make one of your own someday!
