SM Minute (1-28-08)

Taking Advantage of What You Have

There are lots of opportunities that are handed to us if we will just take advantage of them.

How many of you like camping?

Do you want to be better campers?  Go on high adventure activities?

Be seen as an experienced camper?

What does it take?

[Answer will probably be going on lots of campouts]

To improve, you have to learn.  And there are two wonderful ways we have to learn:

Our own experience

Learning from the experience of others

Imagine if we had to learn everything from our own experience.  How would we know how to do anything?  Each of you goes to school every day and spends hours learning about new things that are based on someone else’s experience.

Camping is no different.

Each of you has one of the best teaching books about camping that has ever been written. It’s the Boy Scout Handbook.  But how many of you read it to learn about camping?  Most Scouts only look at the requirements for advancement – not the background information.

The opportunity to grow is yours for the taking.  Take advantage of it.  Read and learn.  Take advantage of other people’s mistakes – you’ll make fewer yourself.

