SM Minute – Scout History

British Empire Exhibition at Wembley in 1924
In 1924 the British government held the British Empire Exhibition at Wembley in the UK.  It was something like a worlds fair for the British Empire, which consisted of 58 countries at that time.  The exhibition was the largest exhibition ever staged anywhere in the world up to that point and attracted 27 million visitors.  
As part of the exhibition Baden-Powell the founder of Scouting decided to hold a great Jamboree that he hoped would offer the Scouts of the Empire the opportunity to get together and compare notes and show the world the methods by which Scouting developed character and intelligence, handicrafts and skill, health and service for others. Thousands of Overseas Scouts were present, and many more came from all parts of the British Isles.  All in all, 12,461 Scouts participated.  
While all the displays were popular, the most memorable was a performance by the Wolf Cubs -- the equivalent of Cub Scouts in the US today.
Here’s how it was described:
Akela, the Old Wolf, from the Council Rock in the centre of the Stadium, summoned the Pack, which stalked a deer in the jungle. Then Mowgli, the boy, was chased by Shere Khan, the tiger, and was rescued by Baloo, the bear, and Bagheera, the panther. Playing with Baloo and Bagheera, Mowgli was next attacked by monkeys, but was rescued by Kaa, the snake. This snake was an enormous reptile, composed of a cardboard head and a hundred yards of body made up of Wolf Cubs. It swallowed the monkeys, curled up, and went to sleep. 
This performance was given by London Wolf Cubs, and was followed by all the Cubs, 7,000 in number, concentrating in a great circle in the arena, where they sat down and gave the Grand Howl.
"Akela, we'll do our best."
"Dyb, Dyb, Dyb, Dyb (Do your best)," came the high-pitched cry of the leader.
"We'll Dob, Dob, Dob, Dob (do our best)," . . . rejoined 7,000 voices.
The Scouting program has a rich history and each of you is part of it.  While many things have changed in Scouts over the years the basic principles have always remained the same.  While we may not chant Dob, Dob, Dob anymore, whether Cub Scout, Boy Scout, Varsity Scout or Venture Scout, we will always try to “Do Our Best”.
