SM Minute for 16 Oct 06 Meeting (Court of Honor)

The First International Jamboree
Olympia, London
7 August 1920

The First World War ended with the Armistice of 11 November 1918.  It took a terrible toll on all sides.  The number of killed and wounded in the allied armies was greater than what they would experience in the Second World War.

When the whole arena was a sea of Scout, Baden-Powell saluted them, then joined them to walk across the arena through an impressive and colorful lane of flags of all the nations represented at the Jamboree.

Mounting the highest tier of the dais, he turned and faced the great gathering.  The moment had come for him to close the Jamboree, to bid the Scouts good-bye.  But before he knew what was happening, he heard a clear boyish voice proclaim aloud, “We, the Scouts of the World, salute you, Sir Robert Baden-Powell – Chief Scout of the World!”

Chief Scout of the World!  B-P hesitated, taken completely aback.  As he slowly raised his hand in the Scout sign, the cheering abruptly ceased.  There were a few seconds of impressive silence before his voice rang out with its accustomed force to the farthest corners of the building:

“Brother Scouts, I ask you to make a solemn choice.  Differences exist between the peoples of the world in thought and sentiment, just as they do in language and physique.  The war has taught us that if one nation tries to impose its particular will upon others, cruel reaction is bound to follow.  The Jamboree has taught us that if we exercise mutual forbearance and give-and-take, then there is sympathy and harmony.  If it be your will, let us go forth from here determined that we will develop among ourselves and our boys that comradeship, through the world-wide spirit of the Scout brotherhood, so that we may help to develop peace and happiness in the world and good will among me.  Brother Scouts, answer me --  will you join in this endeavor?”

A thundering shout answered him:  “Yes!”

“God speed you in your work,”  Baden-Powell concluded.  “And fare you well.”

