Troop 1018 Suggested Reading List
For Merit Badge Excitement and Personal Enjoyment

There are thousands of great books to read – here are a few suggestions if you’re looking for some books that will be entertaining and enjoyable.  Happy reading!
Codes used in this list:

 Y – Especially recommended for younger Scouts

SF – Science Fiction

# – Award winning book
Fiction
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, by Mark Twain
Huck and Jim, a runaway slave, travel down the Mississippi in search of freedom. 

Alice's Adventures in Wonderland, by Lewis Carroll
A fantasy in which Alice follows the White Rabbit to a dream world
Animal Farm, by George Orwell
The famous satire on Soviet communism depicted as a revolutionized barnyard in which "some animals are more equal than others." 

The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman, by Ernest Gaines

In her 100 years, Miss Jane Pittman experiences it all, from slavery to the civil rights movement. 
The BFG, by Roald Dahl (Y)
Kidsnatched from her orphanage by a BFG (Big Friendly Giant), who spends his life blowing happy dreams to children, Sophie concocts with him a plan to save the world from nine other man-gobbling cannybull giants.
Call of the Wild, by Jack London
Buck is a loyal pet dog until cruel men make him a pawn in their search for Klondike gold. 
Challenge at Second Base, by Matt Christopher. (Y)
Stan wants to quit the team when his rival for second base looks too good to beat, but an anonymous note changes his mind. 
The Chosen, Chaim Potok
Friendship between two Jewish boys, one Hasidic and the other Orthodox, begins at a baseball game and flourishes despite their different backgrounds and beliefs.
Crystal Cave, by Mary Stewart.
This is the first in a trilogy about King Arthur. Told from Merlin's point of view, it begins with the events leading to Arthur's birth.
Fahrenheit 451, by Ray Bradbury  (SF)
Reading is a crime and firemen burn books in this futuristic society. 

A Farewell to Arms, Ernest Hemingway
During World War I, an American lieutenant runs away with the woman who nurses him back to health. 

Frankenstein, by Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley 
Dr. Frankenstein creates a creature from old bones and gives it life. Endowed with supernatural strength and size, the revolting-looking Creature commits murder, and the doctor resolves to destroy his creation. 

The Giver, by Lois Lowry.
Given his lifetime assignment at the Ceremony of Twelve, Jonas becomes the receiver of memories shared by only one other in the community and discovers the horrible truth about the society in which he lives. 
The Great Gatsby, by F. Scott Fitzgerald
The timeless story of Jay Gatsby and his love for Daisy Buchanan is widely acknowledged to be the closest thing to the "Great American Novel" ever written. 

Gulliver's Travels, by Jonathan Swift
Gulliver encounters dwarfs and giants and has other strange adventures when his ship is wrecked in distant lands. 

Hatchet, by Gary Paulsen 
After a plane crash, thirteen-year-old Brian spends fifty-four days in the wilderness, learning to survive with only the aid of a hatchet given him by his mother, and learning also to survive his parents' divorce. 

Harriet the Spy, by Louise Fitzhugh (Y)
Harriet M. Welsch is determined to grow up and be a famous author. In the meantime, she practices by following a regular spy route each day and writing down everything she sees in her secret notebook. Then one morning, her classmates find her spy notebook and read it out loud! Harriet's in big trouble. The other sixth-graders are stealing her tomato sandwiches, forming a spy-catcher club, and writing notes of their own -- all about Harriet! 

The Harry Potter Series, by J.K. Rowling (Y)

Follow the adventures of Harry Potter as he attends Hogwarts School of Wizardry.
The Hobbit, by J. R. R. Tolkien
Bilbo Baggins, a respectable, well-to-do hobbit, lives comfortably in his hobbit-hole until the day the wandering wizard Gandalf chooses him to share in an adventure from which he may never return. 

I Am the Cheese, by Robert Cormier. (Y)
A young man searches for his identity but is afraid that if he finds out who is he, he will be killed. 
I, Robot (The Robot Series), by Isaac Asimov. (SF)
This collection of stories lays down the Three Laws of Robotics. These laws have served not only Isaac Asimov but many other writers of science fiction as well. An excellent introduction to science fiction.

Illustrated Man, by Ray Bradbury. (SF)
A collection of 18 short stories woven together by the story of the illustrated (tattooed) man. 
Island of the Blue Dolphins, by Scott O'Dell (Y)
This story records the courage and self-reliance of an Indian girl who lived alone for eighteen years on an isolated island off the California coast. 

Ivanhoe, by Sir Walter Scott
Tale of Ivanhoe, the disinherited knight, Lady Rowena, Richard the Lion-Hearted, and Robin Hood at the time of the Crusades. 
Johnny Tremain, by Ester Forbes. (winner of the 1944 Newbery Medal) (#Y)

A young apprentice silversmith plays a major role in the American Revolution in this novel of historical fiction. 

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, by C. S. Lewis (Y)
What begins as a simple game of hide-and-seek quickly turns into the adventure of a lifetime when Peter, Susan, Edmund, and Lucy walk through the wardrobe and into the land of Narnia. 

Looking Backward: 2000-1887, by Edward Bellamy
Written in 1887 about a young man who travels in time to a utopian year 2000, where economic security and a healthy moral environment have reduced crime. 

Lord of the Flies, by William Golding
The war has just ended. A group of boys is marooned on an island -- no adults have survived. There are some horrific scenes of violence. Parents may want to read this book before sharing it with their children. 
Main Street, by Sinclair Lewis
A young doctor's wife tries to change the ugliness, dullness and ignorance which prevail in Gopher Prairie, Minn. 

Maniac Magee, by Jerry Spinelli (Y)
After his parents die, Jeffrey Lionel Magee's life becomes legendary, as he accomplishes athletic and other feats which awe his contemporaries. 

Mariel of Redwall, by Brian Jacques
Mariel the mousemaid leads a band of animals against the evil sea-rat King Gabool. An adventure fantasy for young adults. 
Matilda, by Roald Dahl (Y)
Matilda applies her untapped mental powers to rid the school of the evil, child-hating headmistress, Miss Trunchbull, and restore her nice teacher, Miss Honey, to financial security. 

Me, Mop & the Moondance Kid, by Walter Dean Myers
Three orphans work together to have a winning baseball team -- and to be adopted.

Mr. Popper's Penguins, by Richard Atwater and Florence Atwater (Y)
The unexpected delivery of a large crate containing an Antarctic penguin changes the life and fortunes of Mr. Popper, a house painter obsessed by dreams of the Polar regions. 

Misty of Chincoteague, by Marguerite Henry (#Y)
Based on the true story of Misty, a wild pony born on Virginia’s eastern shore. The book won the Newbery Honor in 1947.
Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of Nimh, by Robert C. O'Brien (Y)
Having no one to help her with her problems, a widowed mouse visits the rats whose former imprisonment in a laboratory made them wise and long lived. 

Moby Dick, by Herman Melville
A complex novel about a mad sea captain's pursuit of the White Whale. 
My Antonia by Willa Cather
Immigrant pioneers strive to adapt to the Nebraska prairies. 

Number the Stars, by Lois Lowry (Y)
In 1943, during the German occupation of Denmark, ten-year-old Annemarie learns how to be brave and courageous when she helps shelter her Jewish friend from the Nazis. 

October Sky, by Homer Hickam (Y)

A group of boys in rural West Virginia build their own rockets in the early days of the space program.

The Outsiders, by S.E. Hinton.
This book takes a realistic look at the lives of two brothers caught up in gangs and violence. 
The Phantom Tollbooth, by Norton Juster (Y)

Robinson Crusoe by Daniel Defoe
The adventures of a man who spends 24 years on an isolated island. 

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry, by Mildred D. Taylor 
A black family living in the South during the 1930s is faced with prejudice and discrimination which its children do not understand
Sarah, Plain and Tall, by Patricia MacLachlan (Y)
When their father invites a mail-order bride to come live with them in their prairie home, Caleb and Anna are captivated by their new mother and hope that she will stay. 

The Secret Garden, by Frances Hodgson Burnett (Y)
Ten-year-old Mary comes to live in a lonely house on the Yorkshire moors and discovers an invalid cousin and the mysteries of a locked garden. 

A Separate Peace, by John Knowles 
This is the classic story of two friends at boarding school during World War II. 

Shiloh, by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor (Y)
Eleven-year-old Marty Preston "finds a stray dog that seems to be abused and is determined to keep it at all costs. Because his family is very poor, without money to feed another mouth, his parents don't want any pets. Subsequently, there is a lot of conflict over the animal within the family and between Marty and Judd Travers, the dog's owner 

Slaughterhouse-Five, by Kurt Vonnegut (SF)
Billy Pilgrim is the son of an American barber. He serves as a chaplain's assistant in World War II, is captured by the Germans, and he survives the largest massacre in European history the fire bombing of Dresden. After the war Billy makes a great deal of money as an optometrist, and on his wedding night he is kidnapped by a flying saucer from the planet Tralfamadore. So begins a modern classic by a master storyteller. 

Stone Fox, by John Reynolds Gardiner (Y)
Little Willie hopes to pay the back taxes on his grandfather's farm with the purse from a dog sled race he enters. 

Stuart Little, by E. B. White (Y)
The adventures of the debonair mouse Stuart Little as he sets out in the world to seek out his dearest friend, a little bird who stayed a few days in his family's garden. 

The Sun Also Rises, by Ernest Hemingway 
This is the story of a group of 'Lost Generation' Americans and Brits in the 1920s on a sojourn from Paris to Pamploma, Spain. The novel poignantly details their life as expatriates on Paris' Left Bank, and conveys the brutality of bullfighting in Spain. 

The Time Machine, by H.G. Wells

A scientist invents a machine that transports him into the future 
To Kill a Mockingbird, by Harper Lee 
A striking novel about life in a quiet southern town rocked by a crisis of conscience. 

Tuck Everlasting, by Natalie Babbitt (Y)
The Tuck family is confronted with an agonizing situation when they discover that a ten-year-old girl and a malicious stranger now share their secret about a spring whose water prevents one from ever growing older. 

Walk Two Moons, by Sharon Creech (Y)
After her mother leaves home suddenly, thirteen-year-old Sal and her grandparents take a car trip retracing her mother's route. Along the way, Sal recounts the story of her friend Phoebe, whose mother also left. 

Westing Game, by Ellen Raskin
The mysterious death of eccentric millionaire Samuel W. Westing brings together an unlikely assortment of heirs who must uncover the circumstances of his death before they can claim their inheritance. Raskin weaves a twister-like plot and cleverly unravels for a satisfying and surprising ending. 

Witch of Blackbird Pond, by Elizabeth George Speare
Kit Tyler feels out of place in her new home in Connecticut. She befriends an outcast woman and finds herself on trial for witchcraft.

A Wrinkle in Time, by Madeleine L'Engle (Y)
Meg Murry and her friends become involved with unearthly strangers and a search for Meg's father, who disappeared while engaged in secret work for the government. 

Non-Fiction  

  

Alistair Cooke's America, by Alistair Cooke
A history of the continent, with anecdotes and insight into what makes America work. 
Battle Cry of Freedom: The Civil War Era, by McPherson, James 

From the Mexican War to Appomattox, aspects of the Civil War are examined

Boy Were We Wrong About Dinosaurs, Kathleen Kudlinski

Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee, by Dee Brown
A narrative of the white man's conquest of the American land as the Indian victims experienced it. 
Cool Stuff and How it Works, by Chris Woodford et al. 

How things work

  

Cool Stuff 2.0 and How it Works, by Chris Woodford and Jon Woodcock
Still more about how things work

Friendly Shakespeare: A Thoroughly Painless Guide to the Best of the Bard, by Norrie Epstein
Gain a perspective on Shakespeare's works through these sidelights, interpretations, anecdotes, and historical insights. 
Into Thin Air: A Personal Account of the Mt. Everest Disaster, Jon Krakauer
This book details the author's May 10, 1996 ascent of Mount Everest, which turned catastrophic when eight climbers were killed and several others were stranded by a 'rogue storm'.
Invisible Men: Life in Baseball's Negro Leagues by Donn Rogosin
Negro League players finally gain recognition for their contributions to baseball. 

 
It's Disgusting and We Ate It!: True Food Facts from Around the World and Throughout History, by James Solheim  
The Living Planet: A Portrait of the Earth, by David Attenborough 
Various habitats expand the vision of Planet Earth. 

Profiles in Courage, by John F. Kennedy (#)
A series of profiles of Americans who took courageous stands in public life. 
The Radioactive Boy Scout: The True Story of a Boy and His Backyard Nuclear Reactor, by Ken Silverstein

A Walk in the Woods: Rediscovering America on the Appalachian Trail, by , Bill Bryson
  

What's Living in Your Bedroom?, by Andrew Solway   

The Worst-Case Scenario Survival Handbook, by Joshua Piven and David Borgenicht 
What to do in dire emergencies.  Be prepared!

The Worst-Case Scenario Survival Handbook: Extreme Edition, by Joshua Piven and David Borgenicht
If you didn’t get enough preparation for disasters in the first book, here are some more to prepare for.
Biography (listed by individual)
Days of Grace, by Arthur Ashe and Arnold Rampersad

Biography of a highly respected tennis star and citizen of the world who dies of AIDS. 

Growing Up, Russell Baker
A columnist with a sense of humor takes a gentle look at his childhood in Baltimore during the Depression. 

Having Our Say: The Delany Sisters' First 100 Years, Delany, Sara and A. Elizabeth with Amy Hill Hearth 

Two daughters of former slaves tell their stories of fighting racial and gender pre- 

judice during the 20th century. 
Madame Curie, by Eve Curie
In sharing personal papers and her own memories, a daughter pays tribute to her mother, a scientific genius. 

  

The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin, by Benjamin Franklin
Considered one of the most interesting autobiographies in English. 

  

The Story of My Life, by Helen Keller
The story of Helen Keller, who was both blind and deaf, and her relationship with her devoted teacher Anne Sullivan. 

The Only Way I Know, Cal Ripken, Jr., and Mike Bryan
Roots, by Alex Haley
Traces Haley's search for the history of his family, from Africa through the era of slavery to the 20th century. 

Walden, by Henry David Thoreau (B)
In the mid-19th century, Thoreau spends 26 months alone in the woods to "front the essential facts of life." 

Drama/Theater/Plays
  

Inherit the Wind, by Jerome Lawrence & Robert Edwin Lee

A highly fictionalized version of the 1925 Scopes “Monkey Trial” which was, in reality, a veiled criticism of 1950’s McCarthyism

The Plays of William Shakespeare
The Bard of Avon wrote 38 plays.  If you don’t want to read them all, check out Twelfth Night, Romeo and Juliet, Julius Caesar, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Hamlet, and Macbeth
  

Pygmalion, by Shaw, Bernard 

Man and Superman, Saint Joan, , others. 
Our Town, by Thornton Wilder 

The dead of a New Hampshire village of the early 1900s appreciate life more than the living. 

  

  

  

Poetry (Arranged by Author or Editor)
  

And Still I Rise, Maya Angelou
Poems reflecting themes from her autobiography
The Complete Poems of Emily Dickinson, Emily Dickinson
A chronological arrangement of all known Dickinson poems and fragments. 

Old Possum's Book of Practical Cats, by T.S. Elliot

A collection of whimsical poems about cats – served as the basis for the musical “Cats”
The Poetry of Robert Frost by Robert Frost
Collected works reflecting both flashing insight and practical wisdom. 

  

Selected Poems by Langston Hughes 

Poems selected by Hughes shortly before his death in 1967, representing work from his entire career. 

  

Complete Poems by John Keats
Among the greatest odes in English, written by a genius who died young. 

  

The Poetical Works of Longfellow, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
Includes "The Song of Hiawatha" and "The Courtship of Miles Standish." 

Where the Sidewalk Ends, by Shel Silverstein 
Irreverent, hilarious and wildly popular, this collection of Silverstein's verse is hard to put down. 

Poems, by William Wordsworth
Poetry revealing the extraordinary beauty and significance of simple things. 

  

The Poems, by William Butler Yeats
Leading poet of the Irish Renaissance. 
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