The Lazy Merit Badges 

A TROOP 1018 Skit

for 3 scouts

This is our most simple skit: three Scouts, very few props and only a few lines to learn. In fact, three Scouts sitting in the back seat of my car mastered this one from scratch during the 45-minute drive to the Camporee on a Friday night. 

This one pokes fun at lazy scouts who always seem to be making excuses for not doing any work around camp. The audience identifies with the theme and buys into it easily.

The audience doesn't get all the jokes. There's a reference to “Seinfeld” _ and not even the Scouts in the skit were sure what it meant. It's one of those jokes understood more by the adults who are watching along with their kids _ which is perfectly fine. “Sesame Street” does it all time.

CAST

SCOUT A

SCOUT B

LAZY SCOUT

Setup / Props: 

_ Camping chair in center of staging area. 

_ Pen and pencil sitting on air of chair, or in LAZY SCOUT's pocket.

_ Bucket and firewood sitting offstage. 

Skit opens with LAZY SCOUT sitting in chair. SCOUTS A and B enter, carrying firewood.

SCOUT A: “Hey, what are you doing?”

SCOUT B: “Yeah, the Scoutmaster wants us to carry this firewood to the campsite. Why aren't you helping?”

LAZY SCOUT: “I'm working.”

SCOUTS A and B: “Working?”

LAZY SCOUT: “I'm working on the Seinfeld merit badge.”

SCOUTS A and B: “The Seinfeld merit badge?”


LAZY SCOUT: “Yeah. It's a merit badge about nothing.”

SCOUTS A & B shake their heads, keep walking. They dump their wood at the edge of the staging area and walk past the LAZY SCOUT again. 

SCOUT A: “What are you doing now?”


SCOUT B: “Yeah, don't tell us you're still working on the Seinfeld merit badge.”

LAZY SCOUT: xxxxxxxx

Exasperated, SCOUTS A & B keep walking. Once they’ve gone, LAZY SCOUTS takes pen and writes a quick note on the piece of paper. He leaves the paper on the arm of the chair, then leans his head back and falls asleep -- snoring, if possible.

SCOUTS A & B return with more wood. They see LAZY SCOUT asleep. SCOUT A picks up the note and reads it.

SCOUT A: “Do not disturb. Am working on the Sleeping Merit Badge.”

SCOUT B: “The Sleeping Merit Badge?”

SCOUT A: “That does it. Hey, I’ve got an idea.” 

SCOUT A whispers to SCOUT B, who nods head. Both hurry offstage and return with bucket of water. They pour the water on the LAZY SCOUT’S head.

LAZY SCOUT: “Hey, what’s going on. What are you doing?”

SCOUT A: “Nothing much. We’re just working on the Raw Sewage Merit Badge.”

LAZY SCOUT: “Raw sewage?” (runs offstage) “Ahhhhh!”

SCOUT A and SCOUT B high-five.

SCOUT A: “Good job.”

SCOUT B: “Yep, and you know what this means?”

SCOUT A: “What?”

SCOUT B: “I get the comfy chair!” (Picks up LAZY SCOUT’S chair and runs offstage, with SCOUT A trailing close behind.)

THE END

FINAL NOTE

We performed this skit with three young, enthusiastic Scouts --and they were perfect. The effect probably works better if the LAZY SCOUT is an older scout, but it’s certainly not necessary.

ORIGINAL TROOP 1018 CAST:

SCOUTS A & B: ALAN H and QUINN E 

LAZY SCOUT: ERNESTO L-C 
